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Palestine

Pale, in Irish history, means that portion of
the kingdom over which the English rule and
English law was acknowledged.

Palencia, province, Central Spain, extends
from Biscay Mountains on the n. to the val-
ley of the Douro. Area 3,256 sq, m.; p. 194,-
886. The capital is Palencia, an ancient
walled city, the seat of a fine Gothic cathe-
dral, and a center for the manufacture of
shawls and blankets; p. 16,000.

Palenque, village, state of Chiapas, Mex-
ico; 70 m. s.e. of San Juan Bautista. About
7 m. s.w. of the village are the superb ruins
of the ancient city which bore the same
name. These ruins extend over 20 to 30
acres in the midst of a dense tropical forest.

Paleography. See Palaeography.

Palermo, city, province of Palermo, capital
of Sicily, and the military, ecclesiastical, and
judicial headquarters of the island, is situ-
ated on the west side of the Gulf of Paler-
mo ; 144 m. w. of Messina. It is beautifully
situated in the fertile plain of the Conca
d'Ora, encircled by an amphitheatre of
mountains. Buildings of special interest are
the Palazza Reale, of Saracenic origin the
Cappella Palatina (1132), adorned with ex-
quisite mosaic decorations, sometimes said to
he the most beautiful palace-chapel in the
world; the church of San Giovanni degli Ere-
miti, a xath century edifice; the Palazzo
Sclafani, built in 1330, now serving as bar-
racks; the cathedral, completed in 1185 and
added to in the i4th, isth, and :8th centur-
ies. The beautiful Garden Garibaldi contains
an unsurpassed collection of rare trees.

The chief products of the city are sulphur,
wines, sumach, oranges, olives, and lemons,
all of which are exported, constituting a con-
. stantly increasing commerce. Palermo, the
ancient Panormtts, was founded by the Phoe-
nicians, and in 254 B.C. was occupied by the
Romans, who made it a principal naval sta-
tion. In 1860 it was liberated by Garibaldi,
and was annexed to Sardinia; in 1943 it was
toccupied by the Allies; p. 434,000.

Palestine, the term Palestine was used by
the Greeks as a designation of Southern Syr-
ia, exclusive of Phoenicia. The Romans used
the same word in the form Palestina, and
through them it has come to mean the land
once occupied by the Israelites and their im-
mediate neighbors of the east and west. It
lies between the eastern shore of the Medi-
teranean Sea and the Arabian desert, with
the southern slope of Mount Hennon as its
northern boundary, and a line from the
southeastern end of the Mediterranean, pass-

ing a little south of the Dead Sea, to the
beginning of the desert, as its southern limit.
It is about 150 m. long and 100 m. wide at
the broadest part, with an area of over 10,-
ooo sq. m.; p. 1,035,821.

The country is divided by nature into four
parallel zones, extending from north to south.
The first comprises the narrow coast plains,
broadening in the south into the plains of
Sharon and Philistia; the second is the cen-
tral plateau, with high hills in the north,
merging into the Plain of Esdraelon, south of
which lie the fertile hills of Samaria and the
rugged land of Judah; the third is the valley
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea a deep
trench beginning at the foot of Mount Her-
mon and sinking to 1,292 ft. below sea level;
the fourth, the high land of Edom, Moab, and
the region of Trachonitis, stretches east into
the Arabian desert.

The climate is greatly diversified. On the
coast it is balmy and delightful; in the high-
lands the central plateau, cool and often
cold; in the Jordan valley, moist and tropi-
cal; hi the highlands of Moab and Gilead,
the sun is hot at noonday but the nights are
cold, and deep snows cover the hills in win-
ter. There are two seasons, a dry one from
April to October, and a rainy one the re-
maining half of the year. The soil is general-
ly fertile, but this fertility is dependent upon
irrigation and cultivation. For the most part
it has lain barren and' uncultivated for cen-
turies. Cultivated, it yields cereals, lentils
sesamum, and maize, and such fruits as olives,
figs, dates, and oranges. Wine is made suc-
cessfully, and cotton yields satisfactory re-
sults.

In the isth century Palestine, with the
rest of Syria became a province of the Turk-
ish Empire. Napoleon, in 1799, returning
from Egypt, captured Joppa and laid siege
to Acre, but was forced back the following
year. From 1832 to 1840 Palestine was again
under Egyptian rule, but was recovered by
the Turks with the aid of England and Aus-
tria. The first Germany colony was estab-
lished in Palestine in 1868, and in 1878 Jew-
ish colonization began (see ZIONISM). On
Dec. ii, 1917, during the Great War of Eu-
rope, General Allenby, at the head of a
British army, entered the city of Jerusalem,
and the liberation of Palestine from the Turk
was assured .(see JERUSALEM; EXTROPE, GREAT
WAR OF.)

Prior to the conquest of Jerusalem the
British government had entered into three
separate agreements affecting the future of